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Fie. 328. Diagrammatic representation of fertilization and development
of embryo
A, the pollen tube is shown as having entered through the micropyle, while a
curved male nucleus lies in the egg just below the egg nucleus; the two polar
nuclei have fused to form a single nucleus and the second male nucleus is near
this fusion nucleus. B, the male and egg nuclei are nearly fused, while the
second male nucleus is fusing with the nucleus formed by the fusion of the
polar nuclei, to form the endosperm nucleus. C, the endosperm nucleus is
dividing. D, a young embryo has developed from the fertilized egg and
numerous endosperm nuclei are dividing. E, a more advanced stage. F, the
cotyledons are beginning to appear on the embryo, while the endosperm has
become cellular. (?, a seed in which the embryo is surrounded by endosperm
and this by .two integuments
bryo before the seed becomes mature, or it may remain in the
seed, surround the embryo in the mature seed, and be absorbed
only during the germination of the seed (Fig. 360).